[Organ donation, retrieval, and transplantation in Italy, in 1994-98].
Organ donation and transplantation activity in Italy have been always characterised by two contrasting features: first the constant positive trend in the improvement of the number of organ donors and transplants which allowed the country to exceed the value of 12 donors per million population in 1998; second the difficult situation in southern regions, so that the national distribution of the activity is highly and steadily non homogeneous. Herein we report the data regarding donation, retrievals and transplant activity in Italy in the years 1994-98, focusing on the activity of each region and the three interregional centres which encompass the majority of the national territory.